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from textbooks and rely upon the principle of authority and
acquisition rather than upon that of discovery and inquiry,
their methods are Scholastic — minus the logical accuracy and
system of Scholasticism at its best. Aside from laxity of
method and statement, the only difference is that geographies
and histories and botanies and astronomies are now part of
the authoritative literature which is to be mastered.
As a consequence, the Greek tradition was lost in which a
humanistic interest was used as a basis of interest in nature,
and a knowledge of nature used to support the distinctively
human aims of man. Life found its support in authority, not
in nature. The latter was moreover an object of consider-
able suspicion. Contemplation of it was dangerous, for it
tended to draw man away from reliance upon the documents
in which the rules of living were already contained. More-
over nature could be known only through observation; it ap-
pealed to the senses — which were merely material as opposed
to a purely immaterial mind. Furthermore, the utilities of a
knowledge of nature were purely physical and secular; they
connected with the bodily and temporal welfare of man,
while the literary tradition concerned his spiritual and eternal
well-being.
2. The Modern Scientific Interest in Nature. — The move-
ment of the fifteenth century which is variously termed the
revival of learning and the renascence was characterized by
a new interest in man's present life, and accordingly by a new
interest in his relationships with nature. It was naturalistic,
in the sense that it_turned against the dominant supernatural-
istic interest. It is possible that the influence of a return to
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classic Greek pagan literature in bringing about this changed
mind has been overestimated. Undoubtedly the change was
mainly a product of contemporary conditions. But there can be
no doubt that educated men, filled with the new point of view,
turned eagerly to Greek literature for congenial sustenance
and reinforcement. And to a considerable extent, this interest

